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of Europe.    The motive of the second was to secure
her influence in Germany.
With this object he sought to form a great union of
German princes to uphold the dignity of the Emperor,
and to resist the  Austrian  pretensions.     The project
failed because patriotism and national life were nearly
dead in Germany.    The union of Frankfort, union of
besides Frederick himself and the Emperor, May^
had only two members—the   Landgrave  of 2744.
Hesse-Cassel and the Elector Palatine.    It was hoped
that more would join when Prussia was once in the field,
but they never   did,  and the Emperor's   death   soon
brought the union to an untimely end.
Germany failing him, Frederick turned again to
France, and there his overtures were favourably received.
Mortified with the ill-success of their arms, and „,
,        ,	., .  .    Treaty with
stung by the contemptuous manner in which France,
Maria  Theresa rejected  their proposals  for June5-
peace, the French had resolved to prosecute the war with
vigour in the spring of 1744.    Strange as it may seem,
they were still nominally at peace.    Hitherto they had
acted only as auxiliaries.    Now, however, France came
forward as a principal, and declared war against England
(March 15) and Austria (April 27).
Frederick's plan of operations for the approaching
campaign was well devised but not well carried out.
He made a serious blunder himself, and the plan of
French were shamefully remiss in performing operations,
the part assigned to them. It was agreed that France
should send two armies into the field, one to act offen-
sively in the Netherlands, the other defensively on the
Upper Rhine, where it was expected that Austria would
make a great effort for the conquest of Alsace. Frederick
was then to invade Bohemia. This was certain to cause
the recall of the Austrian ..army from Alsace, which was

